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TAGS: PFOR, MZ , RH 

SUBJECT: MOZAMBIQUE GOVERNMENT RELEASES FOUR RHODESIAN OFFICIALS 
REF: MAPUTO 359 

1 . AS A GESTURE OF GOOD WILL, THE MOZAMBIQUE GOVERNMENT ON APRIL 
6 RELEASED IN THE CUSTOBY OF THE BRITISH AMBASSADOR IM MAPUTO THE 
FOUR RHODESIAN CONSULAR OFFICIALS ARRESTED SHORTLY AFTER PRESIDENT 
MACHEL'S MARCH 3 SPEECH IMPOSING SANCTIONS AGAINST SOUTHERN 
RHODESIA. THE FOUR OFFICIALS WERE IDENTIFIED AS DAVID J. FIELD, 

BRUCE FRASER, RONALD BROADBLET AND THOMAS MERCER. (FRASER'S 
WIFE AND CHILD WERE ALLOWED TO LEAVE MOZAMBIQUE TWO WEEKS AGO.) 
UNTIL THEIRHRELEASE, THE FOUR RHODESIANS HAD BEEN UNDER HOUSE 
ARREST IN MAPUTO. 

2. AT THE LOW KEY CEREMON IN WHICH THE MEN WERE TURNED OVER 

TO THE BRITISH AMBASSADOR, A SPOKESMAN FOR THE MOZAMBIQUE MINISTRY 
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ACCOUNT FRELIMO'S POLICY OF CLVEMENCY WHICH WAS DEMONSTRATED IN 
RELATION TO THE PRISONERS OF WAR DURING THE PROCESS OF OUR NATIONAL 
LIBERATION STRUGGLE; CONSIDERING FRELIMO'S TRADITION OF ALWAYS 
FREEING CIVILIAN PORTUGUESE FOUND IN THE WAR ZONES; AND.RECOGNIZING 
THAT SOUTHERN RHODESIA IS A COLONY OF GREAT BRITAIN AND ITS 
CITIZENS ARE BRITISH SUBJECTS, AND THAT MOZAMBIQUE IS NOT AT 
WAR WITH BRITAIN OR ITS TERRITORIES, THE PRESIDENT OF THE PEOPLES 
REPUBLIC OF MOZAMBIQUE GAVE INSTRUCTIONS TO RELEASE TO THE 
BRITISH EMBASSY IN MOZAMBIQUE, THE BRITISH SUBJECTS OF ITS 
RHODESIAN COLONY, TEMPORARILY INTERNED IN THE PERIOD AFTER 
SANCTIONS WERE ANNOUNCED ON MARCH 3." 

3. SHORTLY AFTER THE CEREMONY, THE FOUR RHODESIANS WERE DRIVEN IN 
A BRITISH EMBASSY VEHICLE TO THE SOUTH AFRICAN BORDER WHERE THEY 
WERE TURNED OVER TO SOUTH AFRICAN OFFICIALS. 

4. COMMENT: DESPITE THIS MAGNANIMOUS GESTURE, THE MOZAMBIQUE 
GOVERNMENT IS STILL HOLDING AT LEAST 16 RHODESIAN RAILWAY MEN 
ARRESTED NEAR MALVERNIA AND MACHINPANDA ONE WEEK BEFORE THE MARCH 3 
BORDER CLOSURE. THE MOZAMBIQUE AUTHORITIES DID NOT INFORM THE 
BRITISH AMBASSADOR WHEN THESE MEN WOULD BE RELEASED, AND UNDER 
WHAT CIRCUMSTANCES. 

DE PRF.F. 
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